C ) 


VII. Some Attempts made to prove that Herbs 
of the fame Make or Clafs for the general- 
lity, have the likg Vertue and Tendency 
to worfythe fame EffeStf.InaDifconrfe made 
before the Royal Society Mr. James Petiver 
Apothecary ^and Fellow of the faid Society. 

H Aving by fome Perfons been asked what Method 
might be bed proposed towards the difcoverittg of 
the Fertues of Plants, amongd others I thought this 
might not prove an altogether unfuccefsfut conje&ure. 
Viz, That Plants of the lame Figure or Likenefs,have 
for the generality much the fame Fertues and Z>fe . 
Efpecially if we confider, that the Organs or Struliure 
of all Plants of the fame Family or Clafs, mull have 
much the fame Fejfels and Duttus's to confummate that 
Regular formation, and confequently the Juices Circu¬ 
lated and drained thro’them cannot be very Heteroge¬ 
neous ; and that as for the mod part, the Scent and Taft 
have great affinity, fo of courfe their Vertue likewife 
cannot be very dijfonant. 

i. As for Indance, the Herlre Vmbelliferee or Trtie of 
Zfmbelliferous Herbs . Thefe the Learned Mr. Ray hath 
accurately Treated of in the 9th. Book of his excel¬ 
lent Fliftory of Plants, pag. 406. and his Synopfis p. 63. 
and in his zd. Edition, pag. 101. as hath Mr, Dale alfo 
in his Pharmacologia, pag. zoz. 

It’s the property of thefe Herbs to have the Pofuion 
of their Flower ■branches to proceed from one Bafisor 
Center , which expand themfelves into an Umbel, whole 
Flowers confift of Five irregular or rather unequal, (that 
is, differing in lhape and bignefs) pentapetalofi Leaves , 
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from whence their Seed are produced, which are naked 
or double, or by their fplitdng lean.lb. 

This Gems I generally oblerve to be endowed with 
a Carminative Tail and Smell, are powerful ex'pellers 
of Wind, and are therefore good in al! flatulent Di- 
feales, and of great ufe in th tChollkk, &c. To Imiance 
a few for Example, as Anifs, Caraway, Cummin , Angelica, 
Smallage, Parjly, Lavage, &c. 

Here is to be noted, that the Seed of Umbels are 
molt ufed, as in all thole juft mentioned, and the Roots 
alfo of fome are no lefs prevalent, Viz. the Angelica, 
Fennel , Parjly and Smallage,and the Leaves of feme few, 
Viz. thele laft recited. 

z. Let us now look into another Clals, Viz. the Plants 
Galeatdc and Verticillata , Ran Hifl. Plant . lib. n. 
pag. 508. Synops. 77. and Ed. z. r zz. The Medicinal 
ones of this Tribe are alio Treated of in Mr. Dales 
Manuduftio ad materiam Medicam , pag. z^c. Thele are a 
Family of Plants which bear their Flowers in Rmdels 
or Whorles , at more or lefs diftances round the vStalk, 
whole Monopetalofe Flowers , if we may lo call them,being 
fuch at the bottom, being tululofe , contrary to the laft, 
and are generally divided into Five unequal Segments 
as the Umbels, but with this dtftin&ion, that the two 
greater pet ala or Flower leaves in this Tribe are lome- 
times above, and other times below ; whereas the o- 
thers are conftantly the fame, that is always lye in the 
fame place* being expanded on a flat or plain Surface ; 
The Fkwers of our Vcrtidllated Plants from the dif¬ 
ferent Poflrion of their Petala , are therefore diftin- 
guilht under the Florae Gale at a feu Labiate. The Caivx or 
Cafe to the lower, or Tubulofe parr of each Flower ferves 
alfo for it s Seed Veflel, in the bottom of which is con¬ 
tained, in all I have yet obferved, 4 Seals let clofe to¬ 
gether upon a Plain, which Nature lets fallout when 
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ripe, the Husk being always open, and commonly di¬ 
vided into Five Points, Adequating the Segments of each 
Flower, 

Now whereas the greateft Fertue of the Ztmbdlife- 
rats Tribe , were fpecilkd tolycin the Seed, and juxt to 
them the Roots, there are few or none as I have yet ob¬ 
served in this Genus famous for any extraordinary Ver¬ 
ms or F.fie&s in thofe parts, but the Sovereign balm of 
iheie chiefly confift in their Leaves and Husks , rather 
then the Flowers ; which laft, especially all Authors has 
hitherto given the preference to ; as for Example, in the 
Flowers of Rojemary, Lavender and Sage, particuiariy 
the firft, as the only part from which our belt Queen of 
Hungary’s Water is extracted. I will therefore take this 
occalion to give my Reafons, for preferring that part 
which by all others has been hitherto negle&ed and 
flighted, or if ufed, has been by accident only orcafual- 
ly by being contiguous to the Flower. 

I would not be thought to propofe this Hypothecs 
for Ciieapnefs fake, for if my aflertion holds good, as 
I doubt not to prove it, l fear they will quickly fell the 
Husks as dear as the Flowers, if they find a great vend 
or a frequent demand for them. 

My Reafons for- giving the preference to the Husks 
of this Tribe, before the Flowers, are, becaule I com¬ 
monly obferve the Calyces are the chiefeft, if not the 
only part on which I find it’s Vifeous or Sulphureous Par¬ 
ticles to adhere, this you may very eafily perceive, not 
only by it’s much ftronger and penetrating finell, but 
by the Clamminefsof this, far beyond the other parts, 
as is very apparent, particularly in the Husks of Sage 
and Clary , and if with Spirit of Wine you make a Di- 
flillation of thefe alone,you will find them much ftronger 
then from a greater quantity of Flowers only, winch 
being of finer and more Volatile parts, are only capable 
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of retaining what the vicinity of the ftronger and 
thicker Texture, which the Calyces are compoftd of,and 
can without prejudice eafily communicate to them. 

Hook upon the generality of this Tribe, to be a de¬ 
gree Warmer then the laft, and their Heat confequenrly 
to approach nearer to the Aromat# or $pices,then the Car- 
initiatives, and the Effeffs therefore to be more pecu¬ 
liarly appropriated to fuch Nervous Difeales, as are 
more intenfe^ndthe Vmlellifer# cannot (bquicklyreach, 
Viz Apolexies, Epilepjies , Palfies, &c. in which cafes 
our Lavender, Rojemary, Sage, St£chas, and fome others, 
are Sirnples which ail our antient Phyftt'tam (in thefe 
ftubborn Difeafes) have very much applauded. Yet at 
the fame time we tnnft notforget the many Celebrated 
EfFe&s that are owing to fome others of this Family, as 
Mint, Bawm, Pennyroyal, Savory, 7 'ime, HyJ/op, Marje- 
rom, Bajill, Origanum, Dittanny of Creel, Marum or 
common Maftick-time, with Marum Syriacum and fome 
other, no lcfs Noble Herbs of this Family, that I have 
lately received both from the Eaft and Weft-Indie 
which J have alfo Experienc’d in fome Cafes with very 
good fuccefs. 

3. We proceed nsxt to tfiofe herbs which have a Tetra- 
petahfc Regular Flower , (by Regular I mean,fuch as have 
Four equal petals in each Flower), thefe Mr. Ray 
Treats of in his Sixteenth Book of his Hiftory of Plants , 
and in his Sympfis Stirpium Brittannicarum pag. 108. 
and in his Second Edition, p. 164. under the Title of 
Herbs Flore Teirape-alo miformt and by Mr. Dale in 
his Pharmocalogia, under the fame Chara (her pag.zyz. 
thefe in Relation to their Seed-Veffels, are fub-d»vided 
under two Heads. Viz. Sili^uo/d vel Capfulat<e, being 
fuch as l ave their >*afs contained in long or Ihort re® 
ceptades as Voids or Capjules, 
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The known Herbs of this Genus that are mod com¬ 
monly ufed in Fhyfick, are the following, Viz. The 
Sinapi, Raphanus, Eruca , Alliaria , Paronychia or Whir- 
low graft, Sophia Chyrurgomm, Eryfmum 3 Nafturtimy 
Cochearis utriufq; with loroe others. 

The moft: Ehential Venue and ufe of the Herbs of 
this Clafs I obferve are more particularly in the Leaves 
and Seed, and next them the Roots, and if any parts 
are flighed, it’s the flowers and Todds, 

The Leaves are more particularly ufed in the Wa¬ 
ter and Garden CrefJ'es , Sea- and Garden Scurvygrafs, 
Hedge-Muftard, Iheris, or Sciatica Creffes, Lepidium feu 
Piperitis Oihcinarum, Car damme, Burfa pafioris, &c. 
To which may be added our Callage, Colemrts, Sa¬ 
voys, Sprouts, Etc, which are of this Tribe alfo ; and 
tho’they are of no great Reputation in Fhyfick , yet 
for fome Ages part they have got no final! efleem in 
the Kitchen. 

O hers of this Family that are more peculiarly c- 
minent for the Vertue contained in their Seed, are the 
Common Muftard and Rape, the Jhlafpi Diofcoridis or 
Treacle Muftard, the Eruca or Rocket , and Sophia Chy- 
rurgcrum or Flixweed , the Seed of which fall I am 
informed, by a very Worthy Member of this Society, 
hath for forn'e Years pah been ufed by feveral People 
in the North of England\ for the Stone and Gravel with 
with very good fuccefs. The like him, if I miftake not, 
Signior Paul Bocconc gives us in his late Italian Booh, 
Intitlcd Mufeo di Fifica, 

We come now to the Roots, Two or Three of which 
have gained no fmall repute, as well in Diet as Thy- 
ftek, Viz. The Radijhes, both Garden and Spanijhfyv hich 
is the large Black-rooted ;) as alfo the Wild or Horfe Ra- 
dijh, and to thefe the round and long Rooted Turnep 
muft be added. 
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‘Moll of this Tribe [ find, tho’ they are hot like the 
twb lift, viz. ths Umbelliferae and Verticil la tar, yet 
they exert their power in a much different manner, to 
w-', by a Diuretick • volatile. Salt, and are found .mod pre¬ 
valent and effectual in Cbronick Difeafes, as tire Scur¬ 
vy, Dropfy, Gout, Jaundice, and other ill habits of the 
Body, where the Blood is vitiated, rather in it’s Par¬ 
ticles, then irregular Motion,-■caryingoff it’s impurity 
by a Diuretick Difcrafis or discharge of the offending 
Heterogeneos Salts therein contained, and conftqu ntjy 
by purification, dilpofmg of it to a better, or more fane 
difpolliioo. 

Whether theff; conjectures agred with the opinion of 
feme Fraflitioncrs of P by fide .. t know not, bn* 1 am 
certain the effects of many oi Uiefe Herbs , as Water- 
Crejfes, Garden and Sea Scurvy- graft, with Muftard feed , 
and Garden and Ho fe Radijb, hnch ate allot tins Fa¬ 
mily, are by moft, it not ait P by ft ians, as well Antient 
as Mordern, allowed to be tkirsoruiaary Diuretuks 
and Anti feorbutteks. 

Something more might be fatd on thefe Heads, and 
fome other Clajfes, which at another time l (bail endea¬ 
vour to IlluUrate, if what i have fre/e already humbly 
offered, may be thought Worthy the acceptance of fo 
Illuftrious and Learned a Society 
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